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Pointing the Finger

A child's future really may be written in his hands-not in the creases of his palms but in the relative lengths of his fingers. A report just
published in Developmental Medicine and Child Neurology suggests that people with autism have ring fingers that are abnormally long
compared with their index fingers.

Children with autism have trouble interacting with other people. Both their verbal and their gesture-based comunication is poor, and they
often have low intelligence. Early symptoms -a failure to point at things, follow the gaze of someone else, or engage in pretend paly- are
often obvious by the tender age of 18 months. About one child in 500 suffers from the condition.

Two British researchers, who have studied what fingers can indicate about everything from fertility to sexual preference, have observed
72 autistic children and 23 with Asperger's syndrome, a related condition in wich the individual's intelligence is not affected.

The scientists photocopied the children's hands, and carefully measured the lengths of their fingers from the copies. They worked out the
ratio of the length of the index finger to the length of the ring finger for each child, and compared it with those of their relatives.

The researchers found that autistic children had extremely long ring fingers compared with their index fingers. Children with Asperger's
also had abnormal index-to-ring finger ratios, though less so than autistics. Even the unaffected relatives of the autistic children had ratios
that differed significantly from the average lengths.

Find the words in the text that mean: (?)

a) lines: creases (líneas, rayas)

Ayuda: lines es un sustantivo en plural, al igual que su sinónimo creases

b) the look: the gaze (la mirada)

Ayuda: look es un sustantivo(también podría ser un verbo: look = mirar) ya que se nos proporciona el artículo determinado delante (the). Su
sinónimo es otro sustantivo precedido por el mismo artículo: the gaze.

c) relationship between two amounts: ratio (proporción)

Ayuda: en este caso debemos buscar la palabra que más se ajuste a la definición proporcionada: “relación entre dos cantidades”. Puesto
que el núcleo de esta definición es un sustantivo (relación), debemos encontrar otro sustantivo también en singular que concuerde con la
definición: ratio.

d) standard: average ( media, normal)

Ayuda: standard puede ser un adjetivo que califique algo como estándar, normal. Average funciona también como adjetivo en el texto,
calificando a la longitud: average lengths.
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